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Taipei Cycle in July? Two hours to Europe

Tony Lo suggests moving show to summer Competitors can’t match Miranda’s lead times
The Slo’o Lane Big Bang theory

Apparel brand catches on with casual chic Keeping e-bike batteries from catching fire

In the middle of the dirt road TaiSPO Supplement

These days, who isn’t making 650B products? Special section highlights sporting goods show
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Extreme no Contradiction

Double Density Base

Inside the same resin shell, there are elastic inserts to provide
maximum comfort and carry moslt of the cyclist's weight on the sit
bone area within the polypropylene base. These maintain all the
characteristics of strength and durability required by the base
structure of the saddle,

1";l:r-;-'l-“?

The ergonomic padding slightly tail up
facilitates pedaling. The non-slip and
textured cover offers improved rider
safety and comfort.

Madel Moc:

VL-6268

1 U Carry

In the new product line extension, Velo
embellished their well-established ebike [ city { trekking saddles
collection with integrated “U Carry”. It is the main means by which
riders can easily carry their bikes.

( j \ / k ) feels right

VL-6263 VL-6268 VL-6249 www.velosaddles.com
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Today’'s Weather
Today {3

22°C (72°F) _}}
Considerable clouds early - 4
that clear later in the day. "1_,}::’
Tonight

18°C (65°F)
Some clouds but generally clear overnight.

R
Tomorrow
27°C (81°F) . :_
Long period of sunshine - s
with clear skies. AN

Contact Us

Here's how to reach the key staff of the Taipei Cycle and
TaiSPO Show Dailies:

Advertising

Tom Kavanagh, Publisher
tom@bikeshowdaily.com
+886 (0) 981014 5533

Taipei Cycle Show Daily
Doug McClellan, Editor

TaipeiShowDaily@gmail.com s
+886 (0) 2 26511754 '
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Show Briefs Schedule of Events

Dienatronic e-trike GENERAL SHOW INFORMATION
lets disabled riders 9 am. - 6 p.m

go longer distances Taipei Cycle Show,

Taipei Cycle returns
to early March dates

for next year,s show Joy Industrial is bringing the joy of Nangang Exhibition Hall and Taipei World Trade Center (TWTC),
movement outdoors to a .
Visitors, calibrate your watches: The whole new demographic Hall 1, 2nd Floor, Area H;
Taipei Cycle Show is shifting backtothe . with its e-tricycle for 1ST FLOOR and SPOMODE, TWTC Hall 1, 2nd Floor.
first week of March for next year. disabled riders. Joy 1071
The 2014 show.vgilll be March .5—8.at debuted the vehicle at EVENTS
the Nangang Exhibition Hall, Taipei Eurobike last year but 8:30 a.m.-5:50 p.m.

Cycle spokeswoman Andrea Wu said has made significant improvements.

The vehicle, from Joy’s Dienatronic 2013 Taipei Power Forum/Electric Two-Wheeler Symposium,
division, allows disabled riders to tackle 4th Floor, Room 401, Nangang
longer distances and steeper climbs
than they can by using arm power
alone. The target market is Europe and
interest there is already proving to be
so strong that the company fears it may
have difficulties meeting demand at 9:30 a.m.-hoon

first. . q . .
Support for cycling is provided by Bicycle Color & Graphic Applied Research Seminar, 4th Floor,
a 250W/36V hub motor that is capable Room 402, Nangang

of powering the tricycle for about

sokm using a 10Ah lithium manganese 10 a.m.-4 p.m
battery. Five power levels allow full
control. The power automatically
switches off when braking.

» yesterday.

. Wusaid Taipei Cycle alternates
: between the first and third weeks
. of March because of a conflict with

. 9a.m.-5 p.m

another show that runs every other )
LEV test drive, 4th Floor Cargo Ramp, Nangang

year.

The Taipei International Machine
Tool show, which takes place in
odd-numbered years, monopolizes
the convention center for two weeks
because it involves big, heavy
machinery that requires time to set up
and take down, Wu said.

“Including move-in and move-out,
they need 15 days,” Wu said.

The annual shift in the Taipei
show dates is unrelated to yesterday’s
proposal for moving the show to July.
(See related story, page 7).
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TES E-scooter test ride, 1st Floor, South Side, Nangang

11 a.m.-noon
Cycling Extreme Performance with Angie Marino and Mike
Steidley, 1st Floor, North Side, Nangang

Darfon keys into
bike industry with
Lion drive system

11 a.m.-12:50 p.m.
Taipei Cycle new product launch, 6th Floor, Outdoor Balcony,
Nangang

11:30 a.m.-3 p.m
2013 TaiSPO & SPOMODE Fashion Show, 1st Floor, Area C
stage, TWTC Exhibition Hall 1

0 060 0000000000000 0000 000

Solex, a venerable
French brand from
the 1940s, is back

A venerable French
brand is making a 6TH FLOOR
sort of comeback S0626
at the Taipei show.
The Velosolex brand,
which sold more than
eight million of the “bicycle that

5TH FLOOR

1:10-3 p.m.
EPAC Battery: Testing for Safety and Reliability Seminar, 4th
Floor, Room 402, Nangang

2-3 p.m
Cycling Extreme Performance with Angie Marino and Mike
Steidley, 1st Floor, North Side, Nangang

Darfon Electronics made millions runs by itself” in the years after 2-3:50 p.m
as the world’s top computer keyboard World War II, is back under new Taipei Cycle new product launch, 6th Floor, Outdoor Balcony,
manufacturer. Now, the $887 million owners. ] ] Nangang
company — one of Taiwan’s largest The new bike, which goes under
public corporations — is bringing the name Solex, is an electric bike.
its design, material and mechanical Owner Easybike Groupe introduced 3p.m.

the first e-Solex in 2006 followed
by a Velosolex folding e-bike and an
e-citybike in 2010.

expertise to the bike industry with its Coliped exhibitors’ party, 4th Floor, LO124
Lion X1 e-bike drive system.

Darfon first started developing the

. . . 3:10-4:30 p.m.
Lion Power Drive System 2-1/2 years ago. This year Solex is returning o .
It debuted the system yesterday at the to its classic roots with a regular Pedelec (E-Bike) Award ceremony, 4th Floor, Room 402,
show. bicycle. “These are just prototypes Nangang
Expanding into the electric bike transporting the image of the
business was a natural choice for legendary Velosolex front motor 6 p.m.-on

at the head tube. We want to see
if there is interest in this,” the
company’s Antoine Godel said
yesterday.

Godel said the company is
seeking more international
customers and distributors to fill
holes in its global network.

Darfon, thanks to its competence in
power management systems. It also
manufactures battery packs and
inverters, said Charles Liu, senior vice
president of Darfon Innovation, a
subsidiary of Darfon Electronics.

“E-bikes fit perfectly,” Liu said. “We
have alot of talents that work for that
sojust giveita try.”

The Darfon system consists of a Sony
battery, which is available in downtube
or rear-rack carrier options; a 250-watt
front or rear hub motor, or a 350-watt
rear hub motor; an LCD display; and a
LED display.

Production begins in the second
half of the year at Darfon’s factories in
Taiwan and the Czech Republic. The
company is targeting European and
Chinese e-bike OEMs.

Tern Social Ride: bring your bike, helmet and lights for a group
ride along the riverside bikeway to the Miramar Le ble d’or
restaurant. Meet at Tern outdoor booth, 12032, Nangang.

6:30-9:30 p.m.

Light Electric Vehicle Association (LEVA) annual networking
dinner, Fullon Hotel, Taipei. Email heather@levassociation.com
for reservations

Got an event you'd like to list in the Taipei Show Daily?
Please email us the information by 2 p.m. at
TaipeiShowDaily@gmail.com. Include the event time,
location and your contact information.
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Fine international
dining in Taipei

J.W. Teres Bulgarian Cuisine

Step off the well-worn Taipei tourist path and explore
these lesser-known restaurant gems. Discover great food
at reasonable prices. And if you don’t speak Chinese,
don’t worry — just show the address to your taxi driver.
This year, we feature three of the many Taipei restaurants
that specialize in international cuisine. Don’t miss our final
restaurant selection in tomorrow’s Taipei Show Daily.

You probably haven't come to Taipei
expecting to eat Bulgarian food. Yet
right here in the city is that rare oppor-
tunity —and not just any Bulgarian
restaurant, but fine Bulgarian dining
with commensurate wines.

J.W. Teres is a beautifully decorated
bar-restaurant with an Old World
ambience. Chef-owner Krastyu
Nedyalkov serves dishes like kiopoolu,
an eggplant dip with zucchiniand
garlic yogurt, and Easter lamb pie.

When not slaving in the kitchen,
Krastyu, wearing his other hat as a
wine connoisseur, is on hand to advise
on pairing food and wine. It’s worth
seeking his opinion; his family has
been making wine for 450 years. The

Zucchini boat

Bar and wine cellar

wine cellar includes 33 Bulgarian wines
as well as rare whiskeys and cognacs.

Recommended Dishes

Entrée de Surprise: tomatoes, roasted
peppers, feta cheese: NT$280

Zucchini Boat: oven baked zucchini
stuffed with champignons, onion,
garlic, minced meat, cheese, tomatoes &
eggs: NT$290

Bulgarian Mixed Grill: pork neck shish
kebab, meat balls, chicken breast:
NT$660

J.W. Teres “L” HhIF|iHE g

Address:

Address: 4, Ln 208, Siwei Rd, Daan
District, Taipei City

BT EE 208% 457 (“Technology
Building” is closest MRT Station)
Telephone: 0928 095 597

Website: http://www.facebook.com/
bulgarianrestaurant

Hours: 12-2:30 p.m. and 5:30-10 p.m.
Mon-Fri; 5:30-10 p.m. Sat.

English Menu: Yes

English Speaking: Yes

Credit cards: Yes

By Stephen Jack

For more restaurants and a map,

visit: www.eatingchina.com/articles/
restaurants.htm
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Tony Lo suggests Taipei Cycle move to July

Will the Taipei Cycle Show move to July?

Tony Lo, one of the most influential members of the Taiwan
bicycle industry, made that surprising suggestion yesterday
during the show’s opening ceremony. Any date change would
occur no sooner than 2015. (See related story on 2014 show

dates on page 4.)

“We're getting input from a range of
people. It will be too soon to change for
2014, possibly from the following year,”
Lo said after the ceremony.

Lo is chairman of the Taiwan Bicycle
Exporters’ Association as well as CEO of
Giant.

Show organizers said they would
survey exhibitors after this year’s event
and ask their opinion of moving the
show into the summer.

“From our point of view, our major
concern is the opinion of our exhibi-
tors,” said Andrea Wu, the Taipei Cycle
spokeswoman.

“We will do the survey after this

year’s show and see how our exhibitors
and visitors think about this and see
which month is the most appropriate
show date for them,” Wu said.

“We will respect their majority
opinion,” she continued. “After all, this
trade show is a platform which should
be the best for them.”

Wu said that Lo’s suggestion was a
surprise to TAITRA, the show organizer.
“We didn’t hear much from other

parts and accessories manufacturers.
Actually, Tony said that to us maybe one
week previous to this show, but we’ll
see what the survey says,” Wu said.

She added, “One quarter of our

exhibitors come from overseas, which
is very important for us, so we have
to take their opinions into account.
Exhibitors have to do financial budgets
for their trips and often one year in
advance. So once we have a final
decision, we will announce that one
year earlier.”

Taiwan Vice President Wu Den-Yih
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officiated at yesterday’s ceremony,
which attracted a standing-room-only
crowd at the Nangang Exhibition Hall.
The dignitaries’ remarks concluded
with an enthusiastic ribbon cutting
ceremony and group photos of Taipei
Cycle officials, joined by directors of
other major international cycle shows.
PL

Europeans win big at bicycle design competition

European designers won the lion’s share of the NT$600,000
($20,140) purse yesterday at the 17th annual International
Bicycle Design Competition. The four top winners each

Jurors chose 22 winners from a record
590 entries, representing 45 countries.
Unlike the Taipei Cycle d&i awards,
which focus on products that are in
production, this competition welcomes
conceptual designs.

True to form, entries ranged from
the weird and wonderful to the very
practical.

One theme that emerged was designs
that integrated two or more functions
into a single product, such as a disc brake
that doubled as a bicycle light dynamo,
or a pedal that doubled as a lock.

Here are summaries of the four top
winners:

The Penta Brake System by Martina
Zbinden of Switzerland is a minimalist
hydraulic brake lever design that would
be suitable for urban bikes. It uses small,
discrete, thumb operated brake levers.
These attach to hydraulic brake cables

that are routed inside the handlebars to
leave a clean, simple look.

Eron by Thomas Breun of Germany
combines the functions of a disc brake
rotor and a dynamo generator for bicycle
lights into a single disk.

Glow Rider, designed by Hao
Kuang-Chung, Lin Yi-Ching and Chen
Yen-Liang of Taiwan, combines a
taillight and projector. As well as having
a conventional rear light, the projector
beams an image onto the cyclist’s back
which would be a simple safety light or
even a company’s advertising logo.

BamGoo, designed by Sara Urasini of
Italy, is a heavy-duty carrying rack made
of bamboo and designed for developing
countries. The rack simply attaches to
any standard bicycle frame with metal
hooks, which are the only non-bamboo
component. Urasini said the name is
short for “bamboo” and “good.” M PL

INTERNATIONAL
DISTRIBUTORS

WANTED!

Bikes Gov Different Stories

VISIT US AT THE TAIPE! INTERMATIONAL CYCTLE SHOW,
2 X, MARCH 2013, TWTC HANGARDS EXHIBITION HALL
ATH FLOOR, BOOTH H1124

&

Dergamant

BICYCLES

www. bergomont.de




Matt Smith - Retiil
Boulder, Colorado, U.S.

China is probably the No. 3 or 4 market
for us in terms of interest after Germany,
the UK. and the U.S. It’s important

but it’s just harder to tap into because

of differences in culture. It'’s the way
people perceive bike-fitting, which is
our business. That’s not really a priority
in China for the time being.

Uwe Kalliwoda- Accell Group
Taichung, Taiwan

China is brand-new for us —it’s only
our second year. It’s very small so far
because we're very high-end [and] we
don’t have the products for the volume
market. The average price in China [for
sports bike] is 2,000 to 3,000 renminbi
($320 to $480), and our starting price is
4,000 renminbi ($645). So it’s still small
for us, but we expect big growth in the
future. Even for Ghost, [which] we just
started [selling to China] in November,
there’s a lot of things going on. This is
exactly the right time to get started.

Nobuyuki Tanaka - Ceepo
Japan/Taiwan

We make a very special frame for
triathlon, which is not so big in China.

In the future, I think it will be a big
opportunity, but we need to develop

a special sales network. There’s a
Shanghai Triathlon Club with 400 to 500
members. And I do receive many emails
from Chinese athletes who want to buy
my brand. Now I am just considering
how to make the best brand distribution
in China. Maybe we need to develop our
own retail stores in China. You know
that Japan and China have not very good
relations so in this case sometimes we
can use a Taiwanese company. That’s the
best way to go into China.

8 TAIPEIl SHOW DAILY

VOX POP

How important is the Chinese market for your
company?

Sepp Kanzian - Bikers Dream
Rieden am Forggensee, Germany

China is very important to us. It's a

huge country and people are starting to
cycle there. We just started selling [our
mini-foot pumps] in China in October
last year. I think we got a good partner.
We found them at the Nanjing show, and
everything is working out perfectly so
far.Idon't know if China will become an
important market for us in the coming
years. Our main market is in Europe, for
sure.

Simon Hsu - Merida
Meigang, Taiwan

Ijust switched back to Taiwan after 14
years in China, seven or eight years in
the factory and then in charge of the
Chinese market. We are doing very well
in China, particularly in the last two
years. Last year we sold about 800,000
bicycles in China [while we think the
market is about 30 to 35 million]. Our
average price is about $250 at retail. At
the high end there are many brands
entering the Chinese market at the
moment, so Merida is focusing on the
middle. We're very strong in the middle

range.

Sergey Gutsel - Biwec
Almaty, Kazakhstan

We are a company that is only seven

years old. We are not big enough to
getinto China. We're selling in the
mid-Asia market and Europe only. We do
manufacture in China and Taiwan, and

in Kazakhstan for higher-end products.
Now we are exporting only in Europe,
because the price of our bikes is better for
that market. There are already many cheap
brands in China.

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Crankbrothers works
oh pumping up sales

Pumps were among the first products ever created by
Crankbrothers when the company was formed in the late 1990s.
Since then, officials put tools and accessories on the back
burner as the design-centric Crankbrothers focused on wheels,
pedals and cockpit parts.

The universal head 4TH FLOOR
works with Schrader or MO310
presta valves without

adaptation.

In true Crankbrothers style, design
was a priority, and the Sterling’s outer
body is polished CNC and laser etched
aluminum.

“We wanted the pump to be sexier
and sleeker,” Peterson said.

The Gem line takes the place of
Crankbrothers’ former pump range

and is expanded to include four models
inred, green and silver colors. It’s
offered in short and long versions and
has areversible internal head to switch
between presta and Schrader valves.

Crankbrothers rounds out the new
offering with co2 inflator and cartridges
— its first foray into that market —and
three new multi-tools. Peterson said
the new products are only the start of
Crankbrothers’ renewed focus on tools
and accessories.

“It’s really important for us. You can
expect to see more in 2014 and 2015,” he
said. @ NF

“Over the years, we kind of forgot
about our roots,” Chad Peterson,
Crankbrothers’ product director said
yesterday.

That all changes with Crankbrothers’
new hand pump lines. The premium
Sterling line and price-point Gem models
are on display here at the show.

The Sterling pumps come in four
models: long gauge, long, short gauge
and short, with suggested retail prices
between $45 and $60.

To simplify between high pressure,
low volume and low pressure, high
volume, Crankbrothers gives two choices
on the pump: o to 40 psi or 40 to 100 psi.

Life in the Slo’o lane
appeals to showgoers

Although it was tucked away in the back of the 4th Floor
hall, the booth of apparel brand Slo’o bustled with visitors
yesterday. They were drawn in by the display of colorful and
stylish commuter tops, jackets and pants.

bike shops and through
CyclePal’s Taiwan stores.
Officials hope to expand
soon into Japan and
mainland China. @ NF

4TH FLOOR

N1027

Buyers from the popular U.S. retailer
REI were surprised to see such well-
designed apparel at Taipei Cycle —a
show better known for hardgoods than
softgoods. Slo’'o (pronounced “slow”) is
proof that Lycra is slowly making way
for cycling apparel that is appropriate to
wear on and off the bike.

The Japanese-inspired Slo’o line is
somewhat reminiscent of Pedaled, a
super high-end, Japanese-made brand
owned in part by Brooks. In fact, Slo'o
was created four years ago by CyclePal, a
Taiwan distributor that imports Pedaled
and other commuter-focused brands
including Chrome and Walz Caps to the
cycling island.

Slo’o is designed for riders of city
bikes, fixed gears and folder bikes with
its capris and pants, stylish riding shirts
and bright hooded jackets.

“We check what the customers want,
what they like, what they don’t. We are
close to the market for Taiwan,” said
Irene Chien, a spokeswoman for Slo’o.
“They want something that is more
colorful and a little bit cute.”

The line is now being sold through
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COOLER BRAKING.
OUR LATEST
INNOVATION IN
TECHNOLOGY

With its innovative aluminium rotor and brake
pad cooling fin we could say Ice Tech is the
ultimate in brake design. But we don't see it
that way. Without our curious engineers we
would never have created Ice Tech, or any of
the brakes above. For us, there really is no
finish line.

2013

Ice Tech is available for XTR, Deore XT, Saint,
SLX and Zee disc brake systems.

To find out more about how we developed the
ice Tech system, visit shimano.com

SHIMANO

40
"'ﬁﬁ =

E'\‘ TECHNOLOGIES

.-..-.-.J



TAIPEICYCLE

d&iawards 2013 ﬂ
—
& .-”:.h

4
-~

,!'d wooltm -LI'
PrRIMALOFT- INSULATED

AN INSULATED BIKE BOTTLE USING
PREMIUM QUALITY PRIMALOFT® '« -

TAIPEI CYCLE d&i AWARD WINNER

1 8

c f WINNER

_,...-'__'.-

Hydapak 20— T~ 1 /PR
A COLLAPSIBLE BOTTLE
FOR MULTI-SPORT USE

ISPO AWARD WINNER

I-ydlapak

* PACKS » RESERVOIRS « BOTTLES » FLASKS'

/

5

AWARD WINNING HYDRATION TECHNOLOG



N
Thursday, March 21, 2013 TA l P E l C%/e

Shots from the show

HSITON3

VIPs at SR Suntour’s 25th anniversary party.
Photo: Hoshi Yoshida.

SR Suntour President Daisuke Kobayashi'with Olympic gold medalist Julie Bresset Taiwan Vice President Wu Den-yih walks the show floor after
at the company’s 25th anniversary party Monday night. Photo: Hoshi Yoshida. officiating at yesterday’s opening ceremony.
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elo/Wellgo Party

It's an annual tradition. For many longtime visitors, the Taipei Cycle Show really begins the night
before the show doors open at the Velo/Wellgo Party at Grand Hyatt Hotel. Due to the increasing
number of Chinese visitors Monday night, Velo founder Stella Yu addressed the crowd in Chinese
while Ann Chen translated into English. Still, Stella couldn't help herself from lapsing back into
English, much to Ann's pretended annoyance. The party featured the usual blend of interesting
performances, music, and product presentations.
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BLEERAGER
GRAND HYATT TAIPE

Wellgo founder John Chen (left)
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Joshua Colp: the culprit
who stole the rear triangle

Joshua Colp never liked his nickname — “Culprit”— when he
was growing up in California. But when he was looking to
name his new bicycle brand, he realized the nickname could

come in handy.

“It's something that sticks out. It’s
innovative, it’s groundbreaking, and
that’s what my brand wants to be,”
Colp said.

His latest addition to the Culprit
line fits the name. Colp has designed
a fully carbon tri bike. The distinction
is that it will accommodate disc
brakes. And, more striking, it has no
rear triangle — instead of seatstays,
the Culprit Legend reinforces the

New TranzX e-bike motor is
mighty — and mighty small

Joshua Colp

chainstays and bottom bracket.

By eliminating the seatstays, the
Legend is designed to provide a more
comfortable ride for the triathlete who
is spending 100 miles in the saddle.

Colp said his inspiration was the
Softride system, which did away with
the traditional seat tube.

“Everybody loves Softrides,” Colp
said.

A prototype is on display at Culprit’s

TranzX, the Taiwanese maker of bicycle components, says
that it has come up with the smallest central e-bike motor in
the market. The M25 will be formally launched at Eurobike,
but the company is already displaying it prominently as its

Taipei Cycle booth.

“People are just coming by, they’re
looking at it and they’re amazed at
how small it is,” said Johnson Cho, the
company’s general manager. “We just
had a couple of clients out here and
they said there’s nothing else like it in
the market right now because it’s just
so small and it’s just as powerful as the

others.”
The M2s is the first part of the new

TranzX LogiX range, which the company
describes as a high-end range based on

the CAN-Bus technology.
The motor is adaptable and easy to
assemble. Weighing 3.5 kg (7 pounds,

11.5 ounces), the motor also has very low
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Culprit’s new tri bike
has no seatstays

booth. Colp plans to show it at the Sea
Otter Classic in California next month,
and then have ridable versions ready
for two U.S. events, PressCamp and
DealerCamp, this summer.

Colp moved to Taichung seven
years ago as a missionary and
started consulting with several bike
companies. One of those companies
was Trigon, which builds the Culprit
line.

Culprit is now producing a handful
of models, including two kids' road
racing bikes — one of which won an iF

design award this year. @ DM
noise and
vibration LSIELOOR
levels. It JOo408
has torque
topping at 5o Nm and a

battery range of more than
100 km (62 miles).

TranzX said that the M2g
doesn't replace the award-
winning Mo7 motor. The
company is also showing an
automatic gear transmission

TAIPEI OCe 13

Dahon says it has
settled its legal
disputes with Tern

Dahon said it had reached a
settlement with rival folding
bikemaker Tern in a contentious
legal dispute that has stretched
on for nearly two years, involving
two sides of the Hon family.

“The uncertainties of litigation that
have plagued our brand these past two
years have been amicably settled,” Dahon
founder David Hon said in a letter that was
sent to distributors and retail partners on
Tuesday. The letter avoided referring to Tern
by name.

“We want to move on as quickly as
possible. A lot of management time at both
companies has been spent on a dispute,”
Eddie Eccleston, chief operating officer of
Dahon Europe, said yesterday at the show.

A Tern spokesman declined to comment.
Neither Tern nor Dahon provided details of
the settlement.

The legal spat erupted in June 2011. David
Hon'’s son, Joshua Hon, and wife, Florence
Shen, broke away from Dahon, the world’s
No.1manufacturer of folding bikes. The two
established Tern. Dahon and Tern disputed
the ownership of assets including patents
and other intellectual property.

Eccleston said that Dahon has moved
ahead in the past two years. Among other
developments, the company has teamed up
with new manufacturers in Bulgaria and
northern China. @ BS

The TranzX M25 central motor is so
system for regular bikes. i BS small you hardly see it.
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Getting there: by MRT

1Nangang Exhibition Centre - Taipei Zoo
2 Dangshui - Xindian

3 Beitou - Nanshijiao

4 Nangang - Yongning

5 Nangang - Far Eastern Hospital

6 Xindian - Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall
7 Beitou - Xinbeitou

8 Oizhang - Xiaobitan

Getting there: by Taxi
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Parking & Transport

Neihu - Donghu

1 @ 5t R
lingmaa® Nangang Connecting
. 2ne Rd Highway
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Xigzhong R

¢ indong R

4 sijhih
-I-.-III.....
ay (Western Line)

Nangang

1a) PARKING LOTS

izer C3 Parking (768 spc.)

. Taiwan Fertilizer C4 Parking (82 spc.)

R53 Temp Parking (147 spc., 24/7, NTS20/h)
Xingzhong Park Tower (647 spc., 24/7, NT$30/h)
MRT Neihu Depot Parking (584 spc., during exhibits)

Shuttle Bus Stop (drop-off /pick-up)
Regular Bus Stop

... TaxiDrop-Off

Small Vehicle Drop-Off

.... B1TaxiPick-Up

Underground Parking Entrance

. MRT Neihu Depot Parking Lot

PARKING FEES ARE SOLELY FOR REFERENCE PURPOSE.

Local Area Map
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(stops at Nangang Station, from
there board FREE Shuttle Bus for
5-minute ride to Nangang Exhibition
Center)
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(runs to front door of
Nangang Exhibition Center)
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A third wheel no longer

Not too big, not too small: 650B is
the happy medium for MTB brands

In the run-up to Eurobike six months ago, the question was:
Which brands will offer 650B products? Today at the Taipei
show the question is: Which aren’t?

Shimano 650B wheel

650B, or 27.5-inch, is a middle-of-
the-dirt-road mountain bike wheel size
that falls halfway between 26-inch
and 29-inch wheels. It’s gained so much
momentum that some believe it soon
will supplant the venerable 26-inch
mountain bike.

“650B is going to appeal to those who
have not been convinced by 29ers, be
it due to their own size or due to their
handling preferences,” Scott Sport’s
Jochen Haar said. “We expect 650B to
replace the classic 26-inch size, which is
likely to disappear in a couple of years.”

Volker Dohrmann from Stevens also
expects 650B to replace the 26-inch size
for all but entry-level mountain bikes
that sell for €700 ($910) or less.

For 2013, many of the initial flurry
of 650B products were positioned in the
mid-range to appeal to a wide variety
of needs and rider weights. There was
still plenty of room for improvement in
weight and stiffness.

For 2014, however, many brands are
planning 650B bikes with carbon fiber
frames, and rims and forks with better

optimized weights.

Scott, Cube and Rocky Mountain
were the only bigger brands to offer
carbon 650B full-suspension models for
2013, along with Intense and the Carbine
27.5.

But the choice of 650B carbon frames
will surely increase for 2014. One reason
is that many manufacturers used
aluminum frames for their 2013 models
so they could dial in the frame geometry
before investing in expensive carbon
molds.

Forks. Here at the show you'll find
plenty of news about suspension forks.
Taiwanese manufacturers, including
X-Fusion and SR Suntour, are among the
first to offer 650B products.

Fox will add a lighter 32 version for
650B to the 34 model offered for 2013.
RockShox already has the Revelation,
Reba and SID forks for 650B, and more
is to come — but the brand isn’t talking
about its new forks until the Sea Otter
Classicin April.

Manitou is launching its Minute and
Marvel models for this third wheel size.
Formula showed its ThirtyFive 650B forks
last fall, while Marzocchi is still working
on the brand’s first 650B fork, which
it intends to offer as an aftermarket
product for 2014.

DT Swiss expects to have product
ready for 2014 as well. DVO Suspension
offers a special torsion arch that fits 650B
wheels for its much-discussed Emerald
downbhill fork. The brand is also working
on a single-crown 650B fork for enduro
applications.

Wheels and rims. The 650B trend
starts with wheels, and there are plenty
of new wheel and rim products this

Transalpes 650B bike

spring. Stan’s, Alex Rims, Sun-Ringlé and
Novatec, which have all been in the mix
from the beginning, have already bagged
OE orders.

Reynolds had a head start with
carbon-rimmed, tubeless-ready wheels
for 650B. Shimano is offering its first
complete 650B wheels for 2014.

Meanwhile, Fulcrum is working on
featherweight wheels for cross-country.

The reason is that its partner, Merida,

is entering the 650B market in a big
way: Spain’s José Hermida will compete
aboard the Merida’s new Big.Seven this
season.

High demand has led DT Swiss to
extend its range of 650B wheels and rims
for 2014, but the new products won't be
shown before May.

The first 650B products from Mavic
are scheduled for the 2014 model year as
well. Both will have more information on
their 650B plans here at the show.
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Merida Big.Seven

While most 650B products are made
for recreational trail bikes or all-
mountain models, the third wheel size is
going to the races as well.

Nino Schurter and Sabine Spitz won
Olympic medals riding 650B bikes in
London, and José Hermida is not the only
rider to follow suit.

Enduro racing is a huge trend for 2013,
and lots of 650B bikes will show up on

Reynolds 650B
carbon wheels

the circuit as well. Schwalbe, Maxxis
and Onza Tires all offer 650B tires with
reinforced sidewalls for that style of
riding.

Even the World Downhill champion-
ships in South Africa should see a lot of
650B bikes, as bigger wheels promise to
offer a significant advantage due to the
relatively flat and pedally course.

While it may be too early to eulogize
the 26-inch mountain bike, 650B won't
be playing third wheel in the mountain
bike segment any longer. M LVR
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Value-minded Deore groupsets
top Shimano's 2014 product line

For 2014, Shimano is presenting a revamped Deore groupset.
Or, rather, two groupsets: one for mountain and one for

trekking bikes.

The Japanese component giant is also
entering the 650B wheel market.

The high-volume Deore is the big
early news regarding Shimano’s plans for
2014. Each version of this value-oriented
groupset offers a lot of options, such as
rim or disc brake varieties, different axle
configurations and a multitude of gear
ratios. They both are available in black or
matte silver finishes and have their own
distinctive looks.

For the T610 trekking bike version,
Shimano has opted for a design with
more continuous shapes for the cranks,
brake levers and rear derailleur.

There’s also a choice of triple varieties,
with either 48 or 44 teeth on the outer
ring. The cranks come with a neatly
integrated chain guard.

To reduce operating forces, the rear
derailleur does not use any Shadow
technology.

Three-finger brake levers operate
either mechanical rim brakes or
hydraulic disc brakes, and accordingly
the hubs running on cup and cone
bearings are available with or without
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expensive groupsets. The brake levers
have the same ergonomics, design and
even Servo Wave mechanism as SLX or
XT offerings. The calipers have been

Shifting 10 gears, the
new rear derailleur comes
with Shadow+ and direct
mount options. Deore
two-piece cranksets are available in
double and triple configurations.

Entirely new are Dyna-Sys Compact
chain rings. The smaller 40-30-22 triple
setup compensates for bigger wheels.
Shimano will offer this concept on its
2014 Deore, SLX and XT groupsets.

Finally, the centerlock hubs running
on cup and cone bearings are available
for quick-release axles or ismm and
12mm thru-axles respectively. The 2014
Deore M610 covers pretty much all of the
bases for mountain bikes.

Other interesting products worth
mentioning are two existing wheelsets
that for 2014 will be available in a 650B
size.

The M785- or XT-wheelset has
been quite an OE success on 26-inch
all-mountain bikes, so it makes sense for
Shimano to enter the 650B market with
this proven product.

At a more moderate price point,
the Deore-level MT35 wheels will be
available in all three wheel sizes and
in white or black. For OE customers,
Shimano adds six sticker colors. M LvR

Shimano’s 2014 Deore
groupset for mountain bikes

centerlock rotor mounts.

The mountain bike version of the
2014 Deore group, called M610, shares
technology with the brand’s more

modified to accept IceTech pads, which
are optional like the Deore-labeled
IceTech rotor.

Haibike shows new Sabine Spitz-inspired 650B line

Haibike once again takes the spotlight at the Accell Group’s
booth with a focus on its new line of 650B mountain bikes. ha

The four models picked up a tailwind after Sabine Spitz

won a silver mountain biking medal at the London Summer

Olympics on a 650B Haibike.

“We have been brainstorming the
benefits of wheel sizes in detail since
2010,” said Spitz, who worked on the
design of the new line. “Even though
my team colleagues were happy with
their 2gers, I didn’t feel 100 percent OK
with them. Traction and performance
[rolling over obstacles] convinced me.
What I personally missed was agility on
technically demanding tracks.”

Haibike worked with Spitz on a
compromise that took the best of both
26- and 29-inch wheels.

“We wanted to have the traction,
roll-over and damping performances of
a 2g9er without losing the benefits such
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as the easy handling
and lower weight

of a classic 26-inch
mountain bike,” said
Sven Bernhard, a spokesman for the
Winora Group, Haibike's owner.

“With our new 650B bikes, we will
achieve plenty of success,” Spitz said.
“Smaller riders especially can enjoy the
benefits of larger wheels without giving *
up the better handling of a lighter
26-inch bike.”

Winora believes the smaller 650B
size may appeal particularly to Asian
consumers. It will continue to offer
26- and 29-inch bikes. 1 JB
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Before he became the sales manager for Saint-Gobain’s
bicycle products, Paul Humphreys spent 17 years in the
company’s automotive division. The Taipei Show Daily spoke
with Humphreys about the similarities between the two

industries.

Saint-Gobain is one of the world’s
longest-operating industrial companies.
It began as a royal manufacturer of
glass and mirrors for the French court in
the 18th century. Now it’s a huge global
supplier of construction materials. In
the bicycle industry, Saint-Gobain is
known for its Norglide bushings and
composite bearings.

TSD: What are the main differences
between the automotive and the bicycle
industries?

Apart from the
style of doing business being decidedly
different, the product cycles for bicycles
are shorter. This has a fundamental
impact on the time frames, from the
original request to the prototyping and
testing to going to production. For us,
as amanufacturer that always offers
customized solutions, this means being
more reactive, building prototypes
faster and meeting more frequently
— especially since the bicycle industry
sometimes skips lab testing and relies
heavily on field testing instead. Finally,
the numbers are smaller in the bicycle
industry, which means we have to be
flexible.

TSD: Are there similarities as well,
making Saint-Gobain’s experience an
asset?

TAIPEI CYCe 10

Norglide sales manager Humphreys
doesn’t beat around the bushings

Absolutely. 4TH FLOOR

In both industries, 1218
improving the user experi-
ence is an important trend:

Reducing friction, noises and vibrations
enhances a vehicle’s efficiency and
adds to both the ride quality and the
perceived value.

Reducing weight is an even more
important factor for bicycles than for
cars. Due to the automotive industry’s
strict standards, Saint-Gobain has
an excellent reputation in terms of
precision and reliability of service.

£
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" Norglide bearings and bushings

come in many.sizes.: Photo: LvR
. y I

TSD: Which are the main applications

for Norglide bushings on bicycles?
The Taipei Cycle Show

is clearly the most important sourcing
platform of these three if you want to
address the whole industry, OEMs and
parts and component manufacturers
alike. As a supplier, Saint-Gobain
focuses on the Taipei Cycle Show to
cultivate and expand contacts within
the bicycle industry, and we are
open-minded about other opportunities
to present ourselves. LVR

Our bushings come
into play whenever space is scarce and
weight needs to be low, be it in pedals,
telescopic seat posts, shock absorbers,
pivot points or even headsets.

The biggest single application is
suspension forks, as there are four
bushings in every fork.

TSD: Compared to Eurobike and
Interbike, how do you rate the Taipei
Cycle Show?

Bike bloggers get VIP tour of ‘bicycle kingdom’

TAITRA, the organizer of the Taipei Cycle show, usually brings
industry journalists to Taiwan for a pre-show tour. Last fall for
the first time, the organization hosted a tour specifically for
“bike bloggers” who mostly write on-line.

The five writers on the “Bike Bloggers
Tour of Taiwan” visited CSK, Tern, Giant,
Ming Cycle, Pacific Cycles, Sun Up Eco
and Kreima.

The group also went on guided bike
tours, which for many was the highlight
of the trip.

“Taiwan is the center of the bike

manufacturing universe, with a strong
gravitational pull for a bike blogger like
myself,” said DL Byron of Bikehugger.
com, a U.S. blog. “But what blew me away
were Taiwan’s bike paths; they have to
rank as some of the best in the world.”
The group was astounded by the
numbers of riders on the Dongfong

rail-trail greenway on the
outskirts of Taichung. iy T

Whole families were on |
bikes, many of them rental
machines and quite a few of
them e-bikes.

Others on the trip were
Mark Ames from ibikelon-
don.blogspot.com, Tom
Allen from TomsBikeTrip.
com, Carlton Reid of BikeBiz.
com, and Tyler Benedict of
BikeRumor.com M CR

Riding the Dongfong trail near Taichung Photo: CR
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Two hours to most of Europe

Portuguese parts maker thrives
as it pushes up into the high-end

Portugal’s Miranda is something of a rarity — a European
parts maker that is going from strength to strength as a
supplier of increasingly high-end bicycle parts.

Miranda’s factory in Agueda,
Portugal, is just a two-hour flight
from most of the EU.

The family company, which started
in 1940 supplying local motorbike
assemblers, is exhibiting its cranksets,
seatposts and brakes at the Taipei show
for the first time.

It comes to Taiwan with something
to brag about: Earlier this month, three
Miranda products won prestigious Red
Dot product design awards. Its Delta
crankset and Carbon Fiber e-bike crank
won top awards, while its Clickpost
Seatpost System picked up an honorable
mention from the Red Dot jury.

Based in Agueda, about 50 minutes
south of the Porto airport, Miranda can
respond very quickly to its European
customers. Its Asian competitors can’t
come close to Miranda’s lead times. Its
9,700-square-meter (104,400-square-
foot) factory is less than a two-hour
flight from most of the EU.

“We always keep plenty of raw

of Miranda’s crankset sales.

Miranda customizes its OE designs for
each bike brand, but the Miranda name
is always discreetly stamped on the
underside.

The sole exception to the firm’s
in-house manufacturing policy is its
Red-Dot-winning, double-hollow-core
carbon crank, which was designed and
developed by Miranda.

Designed for e-bikes priced well
over €5,000 ($6,500) and supplied at
close to cost price, the 348g/pair crank
carries the Miranda brand name and is
intended as a marketing promotion to
increase the brand’s visibility.

The Clickpost seatpost uses a
patented design and is available in sus-
pension and non-suspension versions.
The “twist to fix” saddle attachment
mechanism is simple and fast.

“We have alot of interest already
from assemblers, and dealers really

materials on hand to ensure flexibility,” like the concept because it allows

said Jodo Miranda, one of three brothers
who manage the company. “We don’t
just offer a fixed range of products

— we try to provide solutions for our
customers, whatever their needs.”

Miranda added, “All the manufactur-
ing happens within our factory and
we know exactly how each product is
made. So we can respond to any request
immediately. We know right away if
something is possible.”

Healthy demand and a product
range that is steadily moving upmarket
helped Miranda boost turnover in 2012
to €7.6 million ($9.9 million).

Miranda supplies cranks for regular
bikes and e-bikes to most of the big
European assemblers, including Accell
Group and Derby Cycle brands. In 2012,
the firm produced around 700,000
cranksets. E-bikes account for 70 percent

Thursday, March 21, 2013

consumers to rapidly try
out a variety of saddles,”
Jodao Miranda said.

The company expects
solid demand, as it is the only maker of
non-racing seat posts in Europe.

According to Joao Filipe, the company
has cultivated a “passion for perfection”
among its workforce of 95.

“Every worker is aware that the com-
ponents that are produced by Miranda
are to be used in high-end bicycles, so
they pay meticulous attention to the
finest details,” Filipe said. @ TK
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”

A single-speed Delta red
anodized crankset

The carbon e-bike crank
won a Red Dot design
award earlier this month.

DH bikes with lifetime warranties

Downhill bikes take a beating, so a Canadian brand’s
marketing pitch is an eye-opener: Cycles Devinci offers a
lifetime warranty on its frames, including its three new carbon-

for a Canadian product, but if it’s more
expensive, it doesn’t make the differ-
ence.”

fiber downhill models.

“For downhill bikes, we're the only
company in the world that I know of
who offers that,” said David Régnier-
Borque, marketing manager for the
Chicoutimi, Québec, manufacturer.

Devinci is exhibiting in Taipei as it
seeks to expand its modest international
presence. Although it sells a full range
of bikes in its home market, Devinci
has focused on its dual-suspension
mountain bikes for export. This year it
also rolled out a high-end road bike in
North America.

Devinci’s biggest export markets
are the United States, its neighbor,
and France, which shares a language

Along with its mountain-ripping
suspension bikes, Devinci has another

with Québec. “They really embrace the facet to its factory. It makes the sturdy,

French-Canadian culture,” Régnier-
Borque said.

All the company's aluminum-frame
downhill bikes are made at its own
factory. Its carbon fiber frames are made
in Taiwan and the bikes are assembled
in Canada.

The made-in-Canada image is attrac-
tive, but Régnier-Borque said Devinci
has to be price-competitive as well.

“Even in Chicoutimi, if our bikes are
more expensive than our competitors
like Trek, Giant, Specialized, people
are not willing to pay more,” he said.

“If it’s the same price people will go

user-friendly bikes used by Bixi bike

share systems in cities around the

world, including Montreal,

London, Washington, D.C.,

and soon in New York City.
DM
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The extra cog was a response to
demand from pros and amateurs alike
for greater range and smaller gaps
between sprockets.

The other major players followed suit.
Here’s a look at the current landscape for
11-speed groupsets for road and MTB:

.When
it released the first
11-speed groupset,
for model year 2009,
Campagnolo reserved
the technology for its top-of-the-line
Super-Record, Record and Chorus — what
it calls its “competition” groups.

The shifting was accurate, and the
construction showed Campagnolo’s
typical elegance. If there was a flaw, it
was the longevity of the narrow chain.

Campagnolo’s move to 11-speed
gave the company a boost in a market
that had begun to slow after the 2008
financial crisis. The response was so
positive that Campy has expanded its
11-speed technology to the next group in
the hierarchy, Athena.

Campagnolo has also made 11-speed
the standard for all of its EPS (electronic)
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groups: Super-Record, Record and Athena.

. Following
Campagnolo’s lead,
Shimano revamped
its top-of-the-line
Dura-Ace group for
2013. Both the electronic and mechanical
versions are 11-speed. The new groups
share many features: They are lighter
than their predecessors and offer more
powerful brakes.

4TH FLOOR
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Also welcome is Shimano’s assertion
that its 11-speed chain should be more
durable than the 10-speed, because the
chainrings and sprocket teeth are the
same thickness as on its 10-speed system.

The main difference lies in the shape
of the teeth. The new 9gooo Dura-Ace
chain has a PTFE coating for increased
durability and smoother shifting. If the
claimed chain durability holds up in real

Shimano Dura-Ace
rear derailleur

world conditions, it should reinforce the
trend to 11-speed for all road bikes.
Shimano’s 11-speed freehub width is
the same width as Campagnolo’s hub
but is 1.8mm longer. Because Shimano
and Campagnolo use different splines,
wheels need different freehubs.
Shimano’s jump to 11-speed has
been a smashing success. Rather than
producing a group that is more fragile

@ QRD-C231B

LOCKING PEDAL
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and finicky than the
10-speed group it
replaces, the Dura-Ace
9000 is tougher, more
reliable and smoother
than any prior group
Shimano has ever
produced.

Front shifting is
especially impressive
and requires remark-
ably little effort at the
shifter. Rear shifting
is faster than ever.
The new crankset
drops 12 grams while
improving crank
arm and chainring
stiffness. The
mechanical group is so
good that it can seriously compete with
its Di2 electronic sibling.

Expect Shimano to roll out its 11-speed
technology to its other groups.

. Although
SRAM has not
announced an
11-speed road group,
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What's next after 10-speed
groups? 11-speed, of course

Thank Campagnolo for launching 11-speed groups on high-end
road bikes. If you asked, why replace a 10-speed sprocket with
an 11-speed, the answer was often, “why not”?

SRAM’s XX1 11-speed MTB group
uses alternating tooth profiles to
keep the chain on the ring

online forums report it is testing one.

SRAM already leads in 11-speed MTB
technology. Its XX1 MTB 11-speed group
has one chainring on the front (so no
front derailleur) and an 11-speed rear
sprocket.

By removing the front derailleur,
SRAM makes the system simpler. The
XX1works well due to SRAM’s unique
X-Sync chain rings and 11-speed chain.

The chainring uses radically shaped
teeth designed to keep the chain on the
ring on rough terrain. The design uses
alternating tooth profiles; one with
a thicker and heavily stepped shape,
followed by a more standard-looking
tooth. The alternating teeth match the
inner profile of the male and female
chain links.

The system targets mainly enduro
racers and all-mountain riders. But
whether 11-speed will become an MTB
standard is still an open question.

The answer is: probably not. But the
system could be interesting for enduro,
all-mountain and downhill racers.

If 11-speed is the trend for road bikes, it

hasn’t proven itself — yet — for off-road
riders. W GE
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The direct approach

More global brands own
Australian distributors

Not long ago, Giant was the only global bike brand that was
directly distributed to Australian retailers via a wholly owned
subsidiary company, Giant Bicycles Australia. Other brands
were sold via independent local importers.

Now, the distribution picture has
changed rapidly as other big players
follow Giant's lead.

Today, the list of companies that
directly own Australian subsidiaries
islong and includes Trek, Specialized,
Shimano, Giant, Orbea, Pon (formerly
Derby Cycle Australia), and Cycling
Sports Group. Other distributors
including BH Australia, Scott Bicycles
and Esperia Bicycles Australia are
jointly owned by the parent company.
These changes have brought a
noticeable flood of stock and capital
into the Australian bicycle distribution
system.

Global brands are eager to increase
market share by offering extended
credit terms to dealers and sometimes
subsidizing elaborate shop renovations
in exchange for a larger guaranteed
percentage of the dealer’s sales and
floor space.

Many retailers are devoting a
larger percentage of P&A space to
these companies. This is squeezing
independent P&A importers and
wholesalers, who now have fewer
shops or a smaller floor space to work
with. Trek and Specialized are also
strongly reminding dealers that their
P&A brands are not offered through
international Internet sellers such as
Wiggle and Chain Reaction.

These and other international
Internet sellers have had a huge effect
on the Australian industry, where
the combination of a strong currency
and traditionally high markups for
P&A allows Internet companies to sell
for substantially lower prices. It's a

contentious issue for Australian IBDs,
especially as international mail order
sales avoid paying a 10 percent “Goods
and Services Tax” if the value of any
one order is less than AU$1,000 ($1,024).

Big box retail groups are also rapidly
expanding, led by the publicly listed
Super Retail Group. This retailer has
147 outlets that either sell bicycles or at
least a limited range of bicycling P & A,
particularly clothing.

Recently the Super Retail Group
entered an agreement with Wiggle to
become the Australian importer and
retailer of Boardman bikes. It also has a
lower-end house brand.

On the parts and accessories side,
Shimano Australia is also now a fully
owned subsidiary of Shimano Japan,
distributing Shimano’s own brands
of Pro accessories and Pearl Izumi. In
Australia it also imports other brands
including Michelin tires, Kabuto
Helmets and Clif Bar nutritional
products.

What does this mean for Taipei
Cycle exhibitors looking to break into
the Australian market? Fortunately,
despite the aggressive moves of
global brands to set up subsidiaries
in Australia, there is still a strong
and fiercely competitive independent
wholesale and distribution sector.

The Australian economy is one
of the world’s strongest, and its bike
industry is thriving. Bicycle imports
grew to over 1 million units in 2012.

So while it’s still possible for new
international brands to break into the
Australian market, the competition is
tougher than ever. & PL

Specialized Australia has been actively setting up
concept stores like this one in Sydney. Photo: PL
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Aussie upstart JetBlack
now sells to 38 countries

JetBlack Products is arguably the fastest-growing company
in the Australian bicycle industry. From small beginnings just
six years ago, company founders Tony Simmonds and Trent
Fitzgibbins now export JetBlack products to 38 countries

and employ a staff of 26.

Trent Fitzgibbins (left) and Tony Simmonds,
co-founders of Australia’s fast-growing JetBlack. Photo: PL

In 2012, they created BH Australia, in
partnership with BH of Spain.

Within Australia, JetBlack is
the distributor for a wide range of
global parts and accessory brands.
Internationally, it’s best known for
its bright orange and black range of
JetBlack products, especially indoor
trainers.

Fitzgibbins is a man on a mission
with a “full on” style. He exudes
confidence verging on brashness, as do
JetBlack products.

“The color scheme was chosen
because it was very bold and stands
out everywhere you go,” Fitzgibbins
said. “TI'd seen the colors used before in
an effective way. You look at a lot of
packaging when you visit shops and
some of it gets lost and just blends into
the walls. So we wanted something
bold that would make the product pop
out from our opposition’s products. If
you look at all the marketing surveys
on orange and the way it’s been used, it
definitely rates very, very highly.”

JetBlack’s success goes beyond bold
colors to creating solidly designed
products.

“The most successful JetBlack
product to date is the Fluid Z1 trainer,
without a doubt,” Fitzgibbins said. “This
year we won an iF award, which is one
of the highest awards you can get for
design and innovation. Winning that
award totally blew us away. The Z1 was
definitely our tipping point product. It
started our international business as
well, having a unique design.”

He said the company
6TH FLOOR
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intends to expand

its roster of uniquely
designed products, not
just distribute other brands’ goods.

“We set out with a clear mission to
establish an international business and
have product that is our own creation,
not just rebranded,” Fitzgibbins said.

“We still do some rebranded stuff,
but our whole goal now is to have
our own designers,” he added. “We're
launching a brand new eyewear range
that we've just opened up our own
unique molds for, and some other
products as well that we think will be
really cool.”

With distribution to 38 countries,
JetBlack has grown enough to gain
leverage with suppliers.

“The days of us going into a factory
and having them dictate how we had
to do business are gone. Now that we’ve
got the volume and can walk into a
factory and say, ‘We sell to 38 countries,’
the whole story changes,” Fitzgibbins
said. “We’ve cut out the middle man.
Because we are the manufacturer, we
are doing the R & D, we are doing the
design and we own the molds. So it just
puts us in the driver’s seat.”

JetBlack’s international business
grew considerably last fiscal year, far
outstripping growth in Australia. If
Fitzgibbins and Simmonds have their
way, orange and black — or, perhaps,
orange and jet-black — will soon be
drawing attention in bike shops around
the world. W PL
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AllCell prevents e-bike batteries
from becoming explosive topics

Lithium-ion batteries are ubiquitous in today’s technology, but
they aren’t foolproof: Just ask Boeing, which has grounded

its new multi-billion-dollar Dreamliner passenger jet while it
works to resolve recent battery fires.

Even small e-bike batteries can
cause big trouble. In Europe, there have
been news reports of exploding e-bike
batteries that torched storage sheds

AllCell’s e-bike

and even a house. AU.S.
e-bike store burned down
last year when a battery
caught fire in the middle
of the night while it was
being charged.

AllCell Technologies,
making its Taipei show
debut, says it can prevent
such dangerous “thermal
runaway” in e-bike
batteries —and make
them last up to twice as
long in the process.

The Chicago tech
company is debuting a battery here after
showing a prototype at Eurobike. AllCell
officials say it will be used on e-bike

battery

systems from Hogands and Matra.

“It’s the safest battery and the
safest technology that you can find
in the market,” said Jake Edie, vice
president of business development. “To
our knowledge, it's the only thermal
management technology that’s in use in
electric bike batteries today.”

The Chicago-based AllCell uses
what’s called “phase-change material,”
or PCM, to regulate temperature inside
of a battery pack. Consumers are
familiar with PCMs in such products
as cold-weather apparel made with
Outlast.

PCM consists of tiny particles of wax
that soak up heat until they reach a
certain temperature.

“It’s very similar to the way in which
a glass of ice water will stay at zero
degrees Celsius until all of the ice is
melted,” Edie said. “That battery pack
will stay at the melting point of the

wax 1ST FLOOR
AllCell embeds the PCM 00033

in graphite. Battery cells
are then embedded tightly
in the AllCell material. Because graphite
conducts heat, it keeps a battery
pack — which can consist of dozens
of individual cells — at a constant
temperature, avoiding “hot spots.”
Company CEO Said Al-Hallaj, a
former university professor, said the
process adds little or no bulk to a battery
pack and increases the cost by less than
10 percent.
The trade-off, he said, is not only a
safer battery but a longer-lasting one.
When e-bike manufacturers tested
AllCell batteries next to conventional
ones, “what they found was our packs
in most cases at least gave [them] 50
percent more cycle life and performance
and in some cases doubled it,” Al-Hallaj
said. ¥ DM

Gates, Continental toss a
lifebelt to casual blcycllsts

The bicycle chain has been around for more than a century, so
it’s little wonder that manufacturers are casting about for a

better alternative.

Enter the belt drive — which,
surprisingly, is based on a technology
that’s even older than the bicycle chain.
You'll find belts on almost any motorized
machine — from boats and automobile
engines to computer printers — which
means there is an enormous amount of
know-how about optimizing them for
any kind of use.

Gates is the best-established belt drive
brand in cycling, having launched its
Carbon Drive at Interbike in 2007. But
other companies now are giving Gates
some competition.

Continental, the German tire maker,
recently debuted its belt drive system
for bicycles, pedelecs and e-bikes. With
a big corporation behind it (like Gates),
Continental’s move into belt drives
signifies that the market is here to stay.

Gates Center
Track belt.

The Taiwan chain wheel company
Driveline is also launching a belt drive
for e-bikes. It’s being sold by Shine Wheel
under its Itek brand.

Why are belt drives so appealing? A
toothed belt is inherently maintenance-
free and quiet, reliable and light. A
toothed belt weighs one-fourth that of
a bicycle chain — about 8og (3 ounces)
compared with about 330g (11.5 ounces).

Another enormous advantage for
bicycles is that belts don’t leave dirt or
greasy marks behind on a user’s fingers
or clothes. Changing a flat on a rear tire
gets a lot less messy.

Belt drives are also reliable. Just
think of the belts in an automobile that
typically are changed only after 50,000
km (30,000 miles) or so. A typical belt
drive will last two or three times longer

than a bicycle chain.

There is one drawback to belt drive
systems, and it’s a big one: Belt drives
— at least this generation — don’t work
with derailleurs. So practically they are
restricted to single-speed bikes and those
with internally geared hubs. That means
the belt drive market is primarily limited
to fixies, some e-bikes, commuting,
comfort and kids’ bikes.

Here are the main players in bicycle
belt drives:

Part of alarge U.S.
multinational company
in Denver, Colorado,
Gates has long experi-
ence in making belt drives for all sorts
of applications, some of them very
demanding.

The Carbon Drive system uses a
synchronous belt and sprocket technol-
ogy. The tooth pitch and profile have
been engineered so the belt can run at
low tension. This improves efficiency
and avoids unnecessary load on the BB
and rear wheel hub.

Gates offers different versions for
bicycles. The CDX-CDC model is its all-
purpose belt drive, while the CenterTrack
is for muddy and snowy conditions
because it was designed to shed dirt and
debris.

However the market develops for
belt drives, Gates will be remembered as
the company that popularized them for
cycling.

4TH FLOOR
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The ContiTech Power
Transmission Group is a division of the

ContiDrive system.
German tiremaking giant Continental
AG. It recently
announced a proprietary
belt drive system for
bicycles, pedelecs and
e-bikes. ContiTech has
joined forces with Benchmark Drives, a
German manufacturer of e-bike motors,
on a complete e-bike drive system.

Drive belts from ContiTech have

been used for decades in the automotive
industry as well as in machines and
factories all over the world.

4TH FLOOR
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Driveline is the first Taiwan
manufacturer, but probably not the last,
to bring a belt drive system to market
at an attractive price. It’s
also being sold by Shine
Wheel under the Itek
brand. Driveline’s system
pairs a Gates belt with custom cranks
and sprockets. Cranks come in sizes
100T/80T/64T and 60T. Single-speed
sprockets are 32T, 3-speed sprockets are
32T and 25T, and an Alfine-compatible
8/11-speed sprocket is 32T. M GE

1ST FLOOR
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Wheeler Raptor Ltd s

S [ of hwa I be Act ive Li ne MO116 The Wheeler Raptor is the company’s

latest full-suspension bike to use

its Super Single Pivot (S.S.P.) system,
which the company says transfers
the force from the pedal stroke with
no loss of power. The system helps
control even lightweight bikes with
long travel like the Raptor, with
18omm of travel. Wheeler says S.S.P.
also eliminates pedal kickback.

@000 0000000000000 00000000 00

ControlTech / sroor
JO0830
TUX

-seatpost

: Made of UD carbon fiber,

: the ControlTech TUX is

- intended for both road and
. mountain bikes. A large

. opening at the top of the
The German tire brand has extensively upgraded its Active Line. This entry-level . seatpost conceals the screw
tire line with some 20 models now features a Kevlar guard — a big leap in : that keeps the saddle tight
quality for tires in this price range. From the Citizen to the Lugano, and the Rapid : in the center of the clamp.
Rob to the Road Cruiser, the Active Line models now combine a high-quality - The opening is not only
carcass with a durable rubber compound and high-quality puncture protection. : aesthetically pleasing, but

Chosen
Smart Hub [ 10830

Chosen has reinvented the bicycle
hub and called it the Smart Hub.
Its core technology, known as the
Close Drive System, uses steel balls
that are applied to pawls instead
of steel plates. When there is no
pedal pressure, the pawls are

. shaves weight and allows

. screws to be concealed closed and do not engage with
3T 4TH FLOOR Ca mpag nolo . ?Er)‘?;th the sadcﬁe. '{he the ratchet teeth. Thg s?lstem is
H M1326 . as a zero oriset. soundless and has no internal
Mercurio cx cra n ksets : friction, so the hub lasts longer.
wheels PN o | ot

MO713a| Solex E-bikes il

o

The venerable French brand Solex, which began making
motorized bicycles after World

War II, is back with a new line of
electric bikes. The Solexity Comfort,
Solexity Smart and Solexity
Infinity are chic, comfortable and
available in three colors. Solexine
36V batteries are available in three
sizes: 8,10 and 12 Ah, offering a
range of up to 8okm (50 miles).

The CX cranksets are intended

specifically for cyclocross riders. Quarq Elsa

3T’s Mercurio tubular wheels

. 4TH FLOOR
come in several rim depths. The Campagnolo engineers took MO513 i i 4TH FLOOR
Mercurio Ltd (shown) sports an traditional road cranksets and 1 o R Power VIttorla MO202
all-carbon rim with a surface fortified them to perform in Meter Corsa CX

extreme conditions. Mud, sand and
water are no longer problems for
the 10- and 11-speed CX cranksets.
Aluminum chainrings feature
chain up shift and downshift
zones designed specifically for
cyclocross, ensuring quick and
precise shifting even in muddy or
wet conditions.

treatment to improve braking
performance. The program also
includes the Mercurio Team line
with hybrid (carbon/alloy) rims,
and the Pro line with alloy rims.
The Mercurio Ltd comes in 60 to
8o variants and uses 3T’s unique
inverted spoke technology.

The Corsa CX and other members of
the Vittoria Corsa range of cotton
tires are now available with the
company'’s ISOGrip compound,
which increases adhesion to the
road with no increase in rolling
resistance, and performs in wet
or dry conditions. The Corsa Evo
CX, SR and SC models feature
handmade cotton casings made
with a smooth, flexible material
called Corespun. Strong and
thin, Corespun lets Vittoria make
casings with the highest possible

Quarq’s new top-of-the-line power

- - meter, the Elsa 10R, comes in new

Cratonl H |gh Fly SIHIEEOOR crank lengths from 162.5mm to

M0203 177.5mm. Combined with a subatomic
spider and SRAM Exogram hollow
carbon crank arms, the Elsa 10R

The High Fly uses photochromic lenses with 100 percent
UV protection that change automatically from orange

moke. They give rider rfect view an I ionin i
accurate to plus or minus 1.5 percent 1
nosepad. Lenses resist fog and separates power measurement
from chainring selection. It swaps
from road to TT rings without

incorporates an adjustable ﬁ, e ——
= a

and scratching. Comes with a =
microfiber bag or a hard case.
Available in white, black and red. { J

recalibration. The Elsa 10R retails for
$1,995 (€1,787).
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Spanninga Kendo

The Kendo is the successor to the Micro

FF, which was popular for its compact
design. Spanninga has updated the shape
and added a powerful 15 lux beam. The
Kendo comes in three dynamo versions
with switch for use with hub dynamaos,
and incorporate features such as Safe-Stop
and alight sensor. An e-bike version is also
available.

4TH FLOOR

R Strida Evo M0319

With its unique triangular frame design that uses only three tubes, the Strida
opens and folds in seconds without tools. A greaseless belt drive replaces an oily
bicycle chain, while the quick-release set easily adjusts to the desired height. The
Strida Evo incorporates a 3-speed gear system in the BB. To shift, a rider simply

pedals backwards — no shifters or cables needed. It’s a winner of a 2013 Taipei
Cycle d&i award.

© 0000000000000 0000000000 00

Cardiosport TP3
heart rate 4TH FLOOR
transmitter( N0028

Ambrosio imucicor
Equilibrium

Eambigp I
& Masiath

The TP3 smart heart rate
transmitter from Healthcare
Technology Ltd. uses Bluetooth
Smart wireless technology, so it
is compatible with iPhones, iPads
and other smart devices. The pod
weighs less than one-half ounce
(13.7g), and its thin, contoured
shape tapers to one-fifth of an
inch (5.5mm).

Made for road and cyclocross, the
handmade carbon fiber clincher
wheel has a ground aluminum
braking surface. The 28-inch rim
(622-13C) features double butted,
aerodynamic spokes. The front
wheel weighs 780g, and the rear
930g. Ceramic ball bearings are

optional.

Cycles anioo. Blackjack .. IberaiPhone Cam Case 1467
- - NO0627 LO326 The Cam Case protects an iPhone while allowing easy

DeVII‘ICI °ki° Duetto access to all controls. The semi-rigid case

has a built-in camera lens aperture. With
Ibera’s new angle-adjustable StemClamp,
T e cyclists can take action photos or videos
\ f’ . v p
e . of themselves or the road ahead without
P extra equipment. The semi-rigid case is

: made of carbon fiber and thermoplastic
and mounts to most bicycle stems.

Carbon Wilson

Zipp 30 4TH FLOOR
Clincher Mos10

Zipp’s new 30 Clincher is a durable,
high-performance wheelset
designed with aerodynamic
principles. A new hybrid toroidal
aluminum rim is laced to a new
proprietary hub that is 10- and
11-speed compatible and made of

Protanium

4TH FLOOR

N1202

From Rodi, the Portuguese

wheel maker, the new high-end
Blackjack Okio Duetto wheels offer
a dash of colorful style along with
performance. The aerodynamic
wheelsets fit RB 91 (front) and

RB 35 (rear) hubs. Front and rear
spokes come in white with two

red spokes for contrast. The front
wheel weighs 820g and the rear

Cycles Devinci believes that
nothing beats carbon when it
comes to downhill performance.
Starting with the award-winning
Carbon Wilson, which Steve Smith
rode to victories in last year’s
World Cup and at Crankworx,
Devinci has extended its carbon
family to its Atlas and Dixon

© © 0 6 0 6 0 6 0 06 0 06 0 0600 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000 00000000000 00000000 O 0 0000000000 000000000 000000000000 0000000 S0

models. 1083g. strong, light 7075-T6 aluminum. A

Trorortrrererererirtttt The classic mini-bike is back as an wi.de tifiek‘)bed enl}gnces c;)rnering
= electric bike. Protanium calls it grip and boosts ride comfort.

Sigma Sport BC 8.12 ATS N1113  the U-Bahn. With its simple, light

The BC 8.12 and BC 8.12 ATS are for recreational frame, the U-B,a\hn is made for urban

and touring cyclists. With the BC 8.12 ATS (shown), commuting. It's one of the lightest

e-bikes in the world, and its small,
light battery is removable and fits

' into almost any bag for errands. The

- easy-to-handle bike weighs less than
12kg (26.5 pounds). Lars Munksoe and
Brian Hoehl designed the U-Bahn,

jﬁ‘ winning a second consecutive Taipei
“‘--.J Cycle d&i award for their work.

Sigma offers the Topline 2012 wireless model,
which is also available with wires as the BC 8.12. It
offers tachometer functions as well as maximum
and average speed and total ride time. The BC 8.12
ATS is a low-cost beginner model, with wireless
analog transmission, that can be operated with a . 30
single button.

© © 0 06 0 0 06 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000o0
© © 0 6 0 0 060060000000 000000000000000000000000000e00000
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Hydrapak
Insulated Wooly Bottle

The Wooly is one of the most advanced water bottles on the market. It uses
PrimalLoft between the double walls for superior insulation with polypropylene,
a lighter and more flexible material, molded with variable wall thickness for
strength and durability. The Wooly features the full-flow Mammoth valve,
which rests on the reinforced high wall cap that allows more grip for easy
opening.

: BioLogic - BPeople

4TH FLOOR °

: Bike Mount (M1019a: Vincere AVA

Plus . saddle 4TH FLOOR
. : L1214

. The Vincere AVA has redesigned
. padding — flatter, softer and

The Bike Mount Plus is a hard-
shell, weatherproof case for the
iPhone 5 that mounts on a bike * wider in the rear — that is

. soriders can use theirphoneto - comfortable and versatile. Its

- map and track key ride data. The . shape is designed to leave room

. Bike Mount Plus uses a hard- . for more freedom of movement
shell ABS case and internal silicon ; during pedaling. It’s suitable
suspension to protect the phone. : forriders with medium to wide
It keeps the iPhone well protected : hips, and for mountain bikes.
fromrain, sweat, mud, and dirt - Its structure is made of a carbon
while allowing full access to + composite multifiber with a 4K

. main functions including the . aeronautic carbon fiber fork. The

. touchscreen, speakerphone, . saddle is 100 percent designed and

cameras, charge port, and . produced in Italy.
headphones. .

Giant Envie Advanced

Giant has launched the first aerodynamic

road bike designed specifically for women

under its Liv brand. The Envie Advanced was created
for serious road racers and triathletes with input from
Marianne Vos, the Olympic and World Champion. The
lightweight Envie Advanced frame is handcrafted
with advanced-grade composite using AeroSystem
Shaping technology. Each tube shape and junction
was analyzed with Computational Fluid Dynamics
research, wind-tunnel testing and athlete feedback.

4TH FLOOR
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Airace Torch Series

Only five inches long, the Torch series of pumps eases the load

for cyclists since they no longer need to carry a heavy pump

on a ride. The Torch mini-pump is offered in three models: Torch Road, Torch
Mountain and Torch Regular (shown, for road or mountain bikes). Maximum
pressure is 120psi (8 bar) for Torch
Road; 100psi (7 bar) for Torch
Regular and 8opsi (5.5 bar) for Torch
Mountain.

4TH FLOOR
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No828 Urbanfree

4TH FLOOR

; L1305
: $X100-MU

. The Urbanfree cycling computer
. with its “simple2control” remote
. control and backlight is the

: perfect companion in everyday
+ life —even in the dark. The

. Urbanfree has eight functions,

. that can be displayed clearly

. and quickly in the large, built-in
. two-line display.

: The Crops SX100-MU now features

- amicro-USB port for recharging. A

- high-capacity AA battery (1800 mA)
. ensures long use, while a blinking

. power indicator reminds riders

. when it’s time to recharge. The

¢ white LED headlamp provides over
+ 450cd (18 LUX) (10 lumen).

4TH FLOOR

Funkier backpack/rain jacket [ N0025

Funkier is a relatively new player in the apparel
market but looks like it’s been around for a long
time. Its integrated backpack rain jacket is the latest
Funkier product to win an iF design award. It typifies
Funkier’s focus on innovative apparel. The Funkier
line also includes a jersey, shorts, gloves and socks,
while the company makes branded helmets and
shoes under the FLR brand. Funkier has been making
textiles for 25 years.

Jotig Shimano
: SLX

¢ Shimano developed the SLX for

. all-around mountain bikers who

- seek out any challenging terrain

. and trails. With SLX, riders can

. enjoy the innovations and high

. quality features of Shimano’s XTR
. and Deore XT groups at a more

: affordable price point.

The new Eco ProTeQ (EPT) Series chain -
features a significantly enhanced .
anti-corrosion/anti-rust coating

made with a more environmentally
friendly manufacturing process.

The EPT technology improves :
protection by completely coating

all chain components to form

a comprehensive, durable anti-
corrosion surface. By substantially
increasing the anti-rust

coefficient, EPT holds up in adverse
environments.

KMC Eco
ProTeQ
(EPT) Series

4TH FLOOR *
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INTRODUCING THE NEW PREMIUM Logi " /e
AND MICRO-SCALED M25 CENTRAL MOTOR

TranzX sets new standards in e-bike technology and customer satisfaction with the LogiX Line -
underwriting a new wave of e-bike mobility systems and components of distinguished quality and
reliability. Utilizing the premium CAN-Bus diagnostics system, LogiX sensor technology monitors
drive performance steadily and automatically - offering immediate error detection and custom
programming through the same interface. The nearly invisible, extremely capable Tranzx M25
maotor, a scaled-down hybrid generating a surge of power stranger than larger e-bike motors, is the
first TranzX premium component to carry the LogiX mark.

()

VISIT OUR BOOTH
TO DISCOVER THE NEW

Logi ' /e
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He One board maker branches
out with an aftermarket brand

He One Industry has been supplying dozens of big name
brands with surfboards, kiteboards, skimboards and stand up
paddleboards for more than three decades.

Now, the family-owned company
is playing its own hand in the board
business with an aftermarket brand
called Hi. He One debuted its first ever
house brand at a small TaiSPO booth
stocked with a variety of short and
longboards for surfing and several
stand up paddleboards (SUP), reflecting
the global popularity of the sport
known as “SUP.”

SUP is prevalent in Europe, North
America and Japan, and has recently
reached Taiwan’s ocean sports culture
with paddlers showing up at the
island’s famous surf breaks in Kenting
and in the Northwest.

Some Hi boards incorporate a
bamboo finish for greater strength and
better aesthetics, said Jason Hsu. The l
board is constructed with a fiberglass
core and covered with veneer, on which
the bamboo is glued, creating a sleek,

necessity of diversity.

“We think this is the
future. Our own brand for
the factory,” he said.

HALL1 -1STFLOOR

Johnson raises funds
with exercise truck

If you spot a red and white Johnson truck parked just outside
the TWTC, it’s time to tie up your laces: TaiSPO visitors and
passers-by are encouraged to come and run on one of the
treadmills inside to get their daily dose of exercise and to
raise money for charity.

William Poon (grey suit) is at the truck to support the Run for Love campaign.

The truck is part of Run for Love,
a campaign launched a few months
ago by Johnson Health Tech to raise

raised nearly NT$2 million ($67,225)
and our aim is to have NT$5 million
($168,070) by the end of the year. It’s

funds for Chinese Children Home &
Shelter Association (CCSA), a nonprofit

also a way to encourage more people
to take up fitness as part of their way

of life.”

The truck started driving around
Taiwan three months ago, stopping at
shopping malls and other busy places
in the country’s largest cities on the
weekend. The company has raised
awareness of the truck and related
activities through a TV advertising
campaign.

organization that supports homeless
and other under-privileged children.
For every kilometer run on treadmills
in this truck, the leading Taiwanese
fitness equipment company will
donate NT$100 ($3.36).

“This is not about selling products,”
said William Poon, international sales
director at Johnson. “We have already

wooden look.

Hsu said He One would begin
marketing H1 boards in Taiwan
followed by mainland China. He
One has no intentions of scaling back
production for OEM clients at its plant
in Zhuhai City, China, but when Hsu
looks at the long-term, he sees the

He One Industry’s Jason Hsu poses with
a stand up paddleboard marketed under
the factory’s new aftermarket brand
name, H1.
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Rajan Mayor, president of Mayor Group in India, checks out a Matrix treadmill.
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Titan socks take off the pressure

As basketball players leap, halt and swerve around the court,
their moves cause abundant friction between their feet and
their shoes. Titan Tech has set out to reduce that pressure
with socks that absorb some of the friction with reinforced
parts around the soles and the ankles.

- been workingona
special construction
for socks targeted at
basketball players, who
expose their feet to particular friction.

The reinforcement in the ankle is also
meant to avoid twisting, which may
occur with sudden moves in sports —and
particularly in basketball, as players
abruptly turn around and leap sideways
to get rid of their opponents. The
construction of the socks makes them
more breathable and reduces the heat
inside.

“The anatomical design is the great
advantage of Titan socks,” said Adam
Lin, the company’s chief executive. “Tests
conducted with athletes have shown
that there was less pressure on the feet
of those wearing Titan socks. That makes
them more comfortable and it reduces
the risk of blisters.”

The award-winning basketball socks
are part of a range that further comprises
running and training socks. The
company says that Titan socks intended
for runners help to relieve pressure in

HALL1 -1ST FLOOR

B0327

Adam Lin from Titan Tech points
to the special construction of his
technical sports socks.

A specialist sportswear supplier in
Taichung, Titan Sport Tech has been
researching the technique of compres-
sion, which is meant to enhance the
performance of athletes and to help
avoid injuries. At the same time, it has

These socks will reduce the friction caused

their shoes as they pound the road or the
track, and that their construction reduces
perspiration compared with ordinary
sports socks.

Started in 2008, Titan has become

An URBAN BREED

Motor: 36V 250W
Battery: 36V 8.8Ah Lithium battery
Frame Size: 26" & 28"

by abrupt leaps in basketball games.

established as a specialist in technical
sports socks. The company’s investments
in the development of its basketball
socks were supported by National
Taiwan University. Bl DP

Portable Battery V.S.
Storage Case

Extreme Narrow
Powerful Motor
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40 years of TaiSPO

Taiwan capitalizes on its assets in
the global sporting goods market

TAITRA (Taiwan External Trade Development Council) has
supported the Taipei International Sporting Goods Show
(TaiSPO) for many years. Mr. Yuen-Chuan Chao, President of
TAITRA, looks back on 40 years of TaiSPO's growth with the
sporting goods industry in Taiwan and around the world, and

points to huge opportunities for expansion in the coming years.

Yuen-Chuan Chao, president of TAITRA, sees the rise of the Asian
middle-class as a “huge opportunity” for the sports business.

How has TaiSPO contributed
to the sports industry over the
years?

The business model and focus of
the Taiwanese sporting goods industry
have changed over time, but what
remains the same is the goal to reach the
international market.

TaiSPO has accompanied the growth
of the industry. After years of hard work,
it has helped Taiwan’s sporting goods
manufacturers gain a stable footing
in the international market, with such
global fitness equipment manufacturers
as Johnson, Dyaco and Joong Chenn,
among others.

The show has become an important
platform for Taiwanese sporting goods
companies to expand their foreign
trade, and for international buyers to
explore business opportunities. It has
also become an important trade event

that attracts foreign business people to
Taiwan.

Every year we work together with
57 TAITRA overseas branches to invite
major international buyers in the
sporting goods industry to visit Taiwan.
Foreign buyers who cannot come to
Taiwan to participate in the exhibition
personally can use video conferences for
negotiations and discussions.

Furthermore, TaiSPO has provided
strong support to Taiwanese sporting
goods companies that are mostly
small and medium-sized enterprises.
TaiSPO has worked closely with them
over the past 40 years and it has
gradually established the reputation
of “MIT — Made in Taiwan” to represent
high-quality and diverse goods, greatly
promoting exports by Taiwan’s sporting
goods industry.

The manufacturers’ forum of the
World Federation of the Sporting Goods

Industry, which was held during TaiSPO
for the fourth time this year, has also
reinforced the importance of the show
and the clout of the Taiwanese sports
industry.

And how has TaiSPO contributed
to the Taiwanese economy?
Taiwan began exporting sporting
goods in 1971. Soon after, in 1974, the
Taiwan Sporting Goods Show, which was
the predecessor of TaiSPO, was held at
the Grand Hotel in Taipei. At the time,
the sporting goods industry played a key
role in the Taiwanese economy.
Although technology industries
are mainstream in Taiwan today,
the sporting goods industry is still
thriving. The sporting goods export
value increased by 5 percent in 2012,
despite economic woes in the U.S. and
in the Eurozone. Sporting goods exports
have brought stability to the Taiwanese
economy over the years, despite ups and
downs in the global economy.

What were the most important
milestones for the show?

Since 2012, TaiSPO joined Taipei Cycle,
DiWas$ (Taiwan International Diving
and Water Sports Show) and SPOMODE
(Taipei Int'l Sports Textile & Accessory
Expo) to create “Asia’s Largest Four-in-
One Sports-Related Goods Exhibition,”
attracting 1,964 international buyers
from 88 countries, and successfully
creating the best platform for exchange
among professionals in the sporting
goods industry. This year, our one-stop
sourcing hub with over 1,500 exhibitors
will welcome an expected 8,000 buyers
searching for their ideal products and
suppliers.

Last year, TaiSPO attracted Life
fitness, the world market leader in

fitness equipment; Intersport, which has
5,000 affiliated stores in 35 countries;
and Perry Sport, the largest distributor of
sporting goods in the Netherlands.
There was also a growing number
of buyers from emerging markets such
as Sun & Sand Sports, which owns over
100 chain stores in the Middle East;
Dubai Sports LLC from the United Arab
Emirates; and Transmark, Malaysia’s
largest supplier of commercial
equipment.

How do you see the future of
TaiSPO and the industry?

It is estimated that the sporting
goods industry will see another wave of
growth.

According to Brookings Institution,
the middle-class population in Asia will
reach 3.23 billion people in 2030, and Asia
will once again be in the spotlight for the
world economy.

With the rise of the middle class and
the corresponding rise in purchasing
power, spending on sports, health and
leisure will also increase rapidly. This is a
huge opportunity.

Taiwan's sporting goods industry
aligned itself with the global market
quite early, and thus has a thorough
understanding of international market
trends and an extensive trade network.
Taiwan vendors also value intellectual
property and have very responsive R&D
abilities, gaining the trust of major
international companies. These are all
advantages for Taiwan’s sporting goods
industry.

In addition, Taiwan’s excellent
geographic location at the crossroads
of Asia-Pacific trade networks makes
Taiwan a vital partner for companies
around the world that want to enter the
sporting goods market in Asia. Ml BS

TaiSPO’s early German connection

While there are few documents at hand to track the history
of TaiSPO, some of the most detailed reports on the fair are
stacked on the shelves of Peter Thiirl’s office in Germany.
The former editor of Eurosport first visited the show in 1977,
when the Taiwanese sports industry was just beginning to
attract more international buyers, and he has regularly flown

to Taipei ever since.

“Compared with international fairs
like Spoga and ISPO,” Thiirl wrote after
his first trip, “the stands in Taipei are
pretty small: They only fill half a floor”
on the ninth floor of the China External
Trade Development Council (CETDC)
building. However, Thiirl was already
impressed with the “almost Prussian
punctuality and exquisite hospitality”
of his hosts, who made the industry’s
ambitions very clear: Taiwanese
sporting goods makers, he was told,
were preparing to launch a major export

drive in international markets and they

wanted to beat competition from other
Asian countries with quality — not just
cheap prices.

He watched the growing ties
between Taiwan and the world’s two
largest sports companies at the time,
Adidas and Puma, established by rival
brothers in Germany. If you want to

hear more about the story of TaiSPO and

the Taiwanese sports business, watch
out for a tall man with a friendly smile
and a camera. @l BS

Armin Dassler, the former chief executive of Puma (with shiny gray suit),
was honored for this contribution to the Taiwanese industry in 1985. The
dark-haired bespectacled man behind him is Peter Thiirl.
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New Products 2013
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L1017a:

Sonora
§ SL-R

This is the real deal: 7.5
kilograms (for an 18-inch
frame). The component list
for this racing machine
shows Stevens’ attention

to engineering. It includes
German-made THM Carbones
crankset and Tune chain rings,
Swiss Carbonwheels and
tubular tires, all helping this
speedy hardtail slash weight.
Stevens adds its own Oxygen
Scorpo SL Carbon forks and
seatpost.

Velo VL2259 MTB saddle

Velo applied what it learned from

1ST FLOOR

Taya K0610

. Evo-Light
: Chain

Taya has introduced a new
concept in bicycle chains at the
Taipei Show. By redesigning

a chain’s basic components,
the Evo-Light cuts significant
weight compared with a typical
chain. The new EL chain for an
internal gear hub is as much

as 40 percent lighter than a
traditional chain. The “waste-
buster” feature also saves
significant energy.

1ST FLOOR

JOo717

sponsoring professional mountain bike
teams into two new MTB saddles for
2014. Velo equipped the saddles with
outer edge padding for greater pedaling
efficiency and “no hands” control. A
slightly upturned rear end with thicker
padding supports the rider while
climbing and sprinting. The VL2259 has a
more tapered, semi-round shape.

1ST FLOOR

Xpedo ioos

Thrust SL

: Swoop line \M0192:

New to the Tern lineup is the
. Swoop, a new low-step frame
: platform for navigating crowded :

For the first time, Xpedo
has replaced the traditional
retention spring with MDU : urban spaces. The Swoop
[Microcellular Ductile Urethane] : comes intwo configurations:
elastomers to provide solid : the Swoop Duo and Swoop

cleat entry and smooth : D7i. The Swoop Duo (shown)
disengagement. The unique . iscleanly designed with

MDU retention system provides : minimal cabling and automatic
a more consistent resistance . two-speed shifting. It won a
between the rear claw and - 2012 Eurobike Award in the

cleat, preventing any unwanted
disengagement while sprinting
or riding hard. The Thrust SL

weighs 168g per pair in titanium

and 210g per pair in CroMo.

- Urban Bike category. The Swoop
. D7ifeatures a Shimano Nexus 7
. integrated hub for a wider gear
range and low maintenance.
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Discover one of the fastest
growing AFTER SALES and OEM
component supplier worldwide!

ENORMOUS CHOICE - XLC ONE-STOP SHOP

Full range containing over 2000 products including
nearly all product categanes from spare pais,
accessaries, components {o clothing”

EXTENSIVE SALES SUPPORT

Use our successful XLC packaging concept in
combination with our extensive product carmier
system - for a siylish, well orgamized and consitent
shop appearance.

FAST & RELIABLE DELIVERY WITH INTERESTING
CONDITIONS!

Profit by our refined logistic chain and our short
: term ability to supply, as well our special direct
1 Y delivery to Asia delivery concept with extremely
interesting conditions.

Visit us on the Taipei Show, NanGang
Exhibition Hall M 1219 or www.xlc-parts.com

Accessonies  Llothing

Components

YLC International Gmbl  Max-Planck-Stralle 6-8
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New Products 2013

4TH FLOOR

N1124

Bergamont Threesome
SL 9.3

The lightweight Bergamont All-Mountain sports the new 650B wheel size

and features 140mm of travel. The frame is based on Bergamont’s successful
Threesome series. Instead of the Bergamont FlipChip, the SL 9.3 uses the Coax
Pivot System for almost identical geometry and the same outstanding handling
characteristics. The SL 9.3 is made for sports-oriented all-mountain riders with
Alpencross ambitions.

Spank Industries : Sun Race _
Oozy 26AL EVO : MFEZ1E-bike
Wheelset /..... .- Freewheel -
L1002 J1217
ATTNATIN
( " l) A N

Spank Industries has renewed its
Oozy line of trail and all-mountain
gear for the Taipei show this

year, with its new Oozy 26AL

EVO wheelset leading the way.
The dynamal alloy rims come

in 26-inch, 27.5-inch and 29-inch
sizes. Wheels are hand-built and
trued and include Sandvik spokes.
Sets come in polished black/black
or polished silver/silver color

Designed specifically for
e-bikes, the Sun Race Sturmey-
Archer MFEZ1is a 10-speed,
11-36T freewheel. The sprocket
has a luxurious chrome finish
that is highly rust-resistant.
Aluminum spiders provide
lightweight strength, along
with an attractive gold

© © 6 0 0 0 0 00 0000000000 00000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0
»

schemes. The wheelsets retail for anodized finish.

$599.

TranzX M19 Motor 1ST FLOOR
J0407

The new brushless Mig motor is an upgrade of TranzX’s
popular Mo8. It is compatible with disc or V-brakes.

A redesign involving new firmware has reduced

the motor’s noise and vibration levels to 75dB, while
increasing output efficiency by 81.5 percent. The power
system has been upgraded from 36V/250W to 48V/500W.
The Mig offers broader vehicle “reach” for longer urban
and suburban distances on all terrains. A quick release
version can be easily used with 26- and 28-inch wheels.

Thursday, March 21, 2013

4TH FLOOR

Haibike Xduro FS RX M1219

The Xduro FS RX is an
uncompromising off-road e-bike
with the sportiness of a mountain
bike. With Haibike’s Reverse Angle
Motor concept, the center-mounted
Bosch motor is rotated inside of the
front triangle to provide maximum
ground clearance and protection
from damage during riding.

@000 0000000000000 00000000 00

Primavera
Festino

1ST FLOOR

Ji421

4TH FLOOR

Miranda L0325

Clickpost

Miranda's patented
Clickpost is available in
suspension and non-
suspension versions.
The “twist to fix” saddle
attachment mechanism
is simple, fast, and
secures with a single
bolt, making for much
faster assembly at the
factory. It’s also practical
for retailers to swap out
saddles for consumers to
try before they buy.

Since its introduction in mid-2008,
the Festino has been Primavera’s
most popular road model. For

2013, the new Primavera shaves
more grams off an already

light frame. New graphics and

a comprehensive range of color
combinations together with a

full carbon fork means value for
money.

© © 0 0000000000000 006000000000000000000000000
© © 0 060060060060 0600600000000000000000000000000e00

SKS Double-Deck

The Double-Deck is another innovative cable management
system for e-bikes from SKS Germany. The power cable,
which runs from the battery under
the rear rack to the drive unit, is
covered by a special profile on the top
of the wheel guard. The power cables
are thus protected against dirt and
damage. The Double-Deck installs in
seconds without tools and comes in an
extensive range of colors.

4TH FLOOR

M1031a
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Profile Design
TwentyFour
Wheels

4TH FLOOR

WTB L0826

Vigilante

The Vigilante is a new tread
pattern for WTB’s 2014 tire line.

Its open tread pattern is made

for enduro racing and excels on
rocky, root-laden and mud-infested
terrain. Heavily reinforced side
knobs eliminate flex while
cornering. The Vigilante is 2.3
inches wide and comes in 26-inch,
650B and 29-inch sizes.

4TH FLOOR

Profile Design debuts its second
generation of wheelsets with
improved raw materials. Using
Computational Fluid Dynamics and
wind tunnel testing, the company
developed proprietary carbon fiber
58mm and 78mm deep section rims.
A special resin and an exclusive
brake pad compound creates well-
modulated braking.
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A funny-looking helmet technology that saves lives

instead of their helmets, which were too
hard and stiff.

By 1993, Morgan had invented
Conehead Technology, using a design
that, he explained, spreads the energy
from an impact force sideways instead
of toward the brain. But bringing his
invention to market was a long road.
After one helmet maker after another

Thursday, March 21, 2013

declined to try the technol-
ogy, Morgan was about to
forget about his invention.
“My wife said, ‘try one
more time,” Morgan recalled yesterday.
He researched helmet manufacturers
online and eventually found Strategic
Sports of Taiwan. After a long courtship,
Strategic licensed Conehead Technology

It may look strange, but Australian physicist Don Morgan
believes his Conehead Technology is an important step
toward better head protection for cyclists.

4TH FLOOR

LO921a

He should know. Morgan has
been investigating the causes behind
motorcycle and bicycle deaths since the
mid-1980s, when Queensland University
contracted him to research the epidemic.

Morgan found that in the fatal
accidents, the outer shells of victims’
helmets were damaged but the liners
were like new. He concluded that
victims’ brains sustained the damage

World's Top 2 Cycle Shows
1 Advertising Package

Eurobike and the Taipei International Cycle
Show are the world’s #1 & #2 Bicycle Trade
Shows. Use the official Show Dailies to
project your marketing message and make
the most of your valuable show investment... |
Book an advertising package for both EUROBIKE
and TAIPEI CYCLE Show Daily at once,
and get a 20% DISCOUNT.

For details, contact sales@bikeshowdaily.com.

in 2010.

For motivation, Morgan remembered
an early visit to the city morgue to collect
brain fragments for research. One was
from a child. As a scientist, he knew he
could make helmets safer — especially
for kids — so he kept at it.

The first Strategic client to adopt
Conehead Technology was Kali Protec-
tives, a new helmet brand. Kali now uses
the technology in about half of its line,
including cycling, motorbike and snow
helmets.

“From a design standpoint, it makes
= = = my life easier, “ Kali owner Brad Waldron
Ad Ve rt I s I n g I n d ex -1 S H OW DA I L I said. “Iwill continue to grow it. I believe
. init.”
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Airace 33 Messingschlager Front Cover Aside from Aer}hanced prot.ectlon,
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Muddy Warrior,

ENJOY MY
ADVENTURE!
REST,
LEAVE IT TO

* QUICK CLEAN
* RUST PROOF
* EASY MAINTENANCE

2013 TAIPEI CYCLE
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www.tayachain.com
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freedom unfolds

Effortlessly

Radiant,
Brilliantly

Simple

Visit us at
Taipei Cycle Show

Booth S0614

The Vybe City D2 is a portrait of perfection. Like Julia, the Vybe City dances through the streets with
grace and precision. Wonderfully simple, the Vybe City D2 folds in 15 seconds and is built with a kickback
coaster hub for easy shifing and a most comfortable ride. Visit www.dahonbikes.com to find your choice
among the world’s widest range of folding bicycles. It’s not just a bike - it’s a Dahon.
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